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Saugatuck Couple Drowns

In Gulf Of Mexico Storm |
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SAUGATUCK -— The bodies
of a man and woman, found in
the Gulf of Mexico Thursday
amid the wreckage of their
hoat, have bheen identified as
Mr. and Mrs. Waller L, Coburn,
both aboul 50, owners of Sauga-
tuck's largest motel,

The bodies were found by the
Const Guard, ending a search
that began Tuesday when the
Coast Guard aic station at St.
Petersburs, Fla, picked up a
tlistress call.

The alarm was reccived at
2:30 p.m. from a man who said
that his boat, the Cara Mia, “is
breaking up and taking on
water." The loeation was given
as seven hours, 13 minutes, put
of Apalachiola, Fla., (north-
ern section of the state) headed
to Clearwater !midway on the
stale's woesl coasl, near
Tampa).
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The coast guard reported
winds up to 50 knots with &-foot
acas in that area at the time.
Visibilitly was less than one
miile.

The air stalion dispatelied a
helicopter with auxiliary pumps
intended to be dropped to (ne
floundering boat, bul the pilot
found no race of the Cara Mia.

The last radio contact with
the stricken boat was 3:45 p.m,

When no trace of the boat was
found by nightfall, a cutter was
dispatehed from Tampa. It and
airerafl from St, Pelersburg
continued the search throughoul
the night.

EFFORTS ACCELERATED

The rescue efforls were ac-
celerated daily throughout the
week., Until in the final day,
Thursday, there were five air-
crafl and two cutfers participat-
ing in the scarch. In the final
stages lhe search was divected
by headquarlers at Miami.

The bodies, supporled in life
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Yacht Breaks Up In High Seas

preservers, and surrounded by
small pieces of wreckage were
discovered al 3:50 p.m. Thurs-
day.

An officer of the search said
there was no charring or evi-
dence of any burning foumd on
the wreckage.

LUXURY CRUISER

Tne Coburns’ boalt was a 55-
fool luxury cruiser, a lwin-
hulled calamaran, purchased
last August. A sister ship is
owned by Rohert Grove of
Grove Enginecring, Kalamazoo,
and is berthed also at Sauga-
luck.

Coburn and his wife, Betly,
began their trip in late October,
hoating down the Mississippi lo
the gulf according
liminary plans.

Mr. antl Mus. W. J. Wilson,
Saugatuck, had originally in-
{tended 1o accompany the Co-
burns, bul were forced to
change plans al the last minute,
However, they were reportedly

| Coburns
| enging trouble with

to pre-|summer residents here. They

leago.

in contael through a mutual|
friend in Clearwater, Fla. I

The Wilsons said that the
mentioned having
the Cara
Mia before leaving on the
trip, but they felt it was correel-
ed before they started,
CAREFUL BOATERS

The Coburns were very care-
ful boaters, Mrs. Wilson said,
“and kepl everylhing they could
get on hoard for safely.'”

The Coburns owned and
operated the Ship "N Shore
motel on the Kalamazoo river.
It caters hath ta aute and hoat
travelevs.

They built the motel aboul 10
years ago afler many years as
came o Saugatuck from Chi-

The Wilsous said the Coburns
have no children, and funeral
services and burial will prob-
ably be held at Delvoit, where
they have relatives.
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